
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 3 August 2020 

 
3/8/2020 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government for what reasons schools and other local authority 

venues are not permitted to open in the evenings or on weekends for youth work or 

youth sports clubs, in light of a return to school in August 2020. (S5W-30756) 

John Swinney: The Covid-19 Education Recovery Group, which brings together 

councils, teachers’ representatives, parent bodies and trades unions, continue to 

meet to discuss the next steps as we plan for the safe re-opening of schools and 

on the 30th of July we published detailed guidance for the full time return to 

schools in August. 

The Scottish Government has published guidance for the community learning and 

development sector, developed in partnership with local authorities and 

youth work providers, setting out health and safety guidance to ensure a safe 

return to normal provision of youth work activity. Youth work activities can take 

many forms, for example outdoor youth work, which has, in line with the route 

map, been able to resume from 13 July. 

The decision to permit youth work activities to take place in local authority venues 

is a decision for local authorities, who will take into account their own health and 

safety needs and whether they can safely meet government guidelines and 

guidance on the resumption of educational activities. 

 
4/8/2020 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to relax the guidance on social 

distancing for under-12s to include all children who are transitioning from P7 to S1. 

(S5W-30576) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is required by law to review lockdown 
restrictions every three weeks. The next review falls on 10 August. On the basis of 

the scientific advice, and subject to all other risk mitigation measures being 

appropriately implemented, the current guidance in relation to school settings is 

clear; there is no requirement for physical distancing between children in primary 

schools and secondary schools. The guidance is available here: Coronavirus 

(COVID-19): Guidance on preparing for the startof the new school term in August 

2020 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that there is a lack of 

local authority special school places in Edinburgh; what discussions it has had 

with The City of Edinburgh Council on this, and what support it is providing to the 

council to tackle any shortages of places. (S5W-30738) 

John Swinney: All children and young people should learn in the environment 

which best meets their needs, whether that be a mainstream or special school 

setting. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/07/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/07/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/07/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/07/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020.pdf


It is for education authorities to determine the most appropriate provision for 
children and young people with additional support needs, in their area, taking 

account of their legislative responsibilities and the individual circumstances and 

wishes of children, young people and their families. 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 

Scottish Government what infection prevention policies will be in place in special 

schools when they resume in August 2020. (S5W-30842) 

John Swinney: The Covid-19 Education Recovery Group, which brings together 

councils, teachers’ representatives, parent bodies and trades unions, continue to 

meet to discuss the next steps as we plan for the safe re-opening of schools and 

on the 30th of July we published detailed guidance for the full time return to 

schools in August. 

 

This guidance applies to all local authorities and schools under their management, 

including special schools, and is also expected to be used by grant-aided schools 

and independent schools to support their recovery efforts. 

 
The guidance sets out clear requirements around infection prevention, including 

enhanced hygiene, environmental cleaning and ventilation, arrangements to 

minimise contacts between individuals, and use of PPE and face coverings where 

appropriate. Arrangements for enhanced surveillance, testing and outbreak 

management will also be in place. The guidance includes specific considerations 

for children with additional support needs, which local authorities and sc ools will 

be expected to implement appropriately in their settings. 

 
5/8/2020 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

how it has supported childminders through the COVID-19 crisis. (S5W-30574) 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has worked closely with childcare 
representative bodies, including the Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA), 

throughout the COVID-19 crisis to understand the issues facing childminders and 

to develop our guidance for the childminding sector. The Scottish Government has 

engaged weekly with the childcare representative bodies through our ELC and 

Childcare Working Group, to share updates and seek input on issues affecting the 

childcare sector. 

 

The Scottish Government has also worked in partnership with SCMA to establish 

the £60,000 Workforce Support Fund to which the Scottish Government has 

contributed £33,000. It opened for applications on 16 July and it is designed to 

help childminders who are facing short-term financial difficulties. In addition to 

which we made available the £34 million Newly Self- Employed Hardship Fund, 

which provides £2,000 grants, which childminders may access if they don’t meet 

the conditions for the UK Government’s Self- Employment Income Support. 

The Scottish Government has worked with Early Years Scotland to launch a Team 

ELC Wellbeing Hub to support childcare professionals. Through this platform, 

childcare professionals can connect with one another, attend online events and 



access wellbeing resources. The Scottish Government is also currently delivering 

support webinars for the childcare sector on the safe reopening guidance, 

including for childminders. 

 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

when it will lift the restrictions on blended care placements in early years 

education and childcare.  (S5W-30575) 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government understands the value of blended 
placements for childcare. 
 

Further to advice from the Advisory Sub Group on Education and Children’s 

issues, updated early learning and childcare (ELC) guidance was published on 30 

July and will come into effect from 10 August. That advice has given us 

confidence to ease the restrictions on children attending multiple settings (blended 

placements) – but supporting parents to minimise this where possible. 

 
While it remains the case that attendance at multiple childcare settings should be 

reduced as far as possible, the latest expert advice provides confidence to ease 

the restrictions taking account of the risks of transmission of the virus and the 

importance of childcare to the wellbeing of children and families. 
 

We have informed all registered ELC and childcare settings of the updated 

guidance through a notification via the Care Inspectorate on 30 July. 

 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether after-school clubs will be allowed to re-open on 11 August 

2020. (S5W-30595) 

Maree Todd: All childcare settings including regulated school age childcare have 
been able to open from 15 July, subject to public health guidance. We would 

expect that providers who follow a school term-time model may choose not to 

open until 11 August, when schools resume. 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government by what date breakfast and after-school clubs will be allowed to resume 

operating; what guidance it is producing regarding this, and when this will be 

published. (S5W-30609) 

Maree Todd: All regulated childcare settings, including school age childcare 

services have been able to reopen from 15 July, subject to public health guidance. 

On 3 July the Scottish Government published non-statutory guidance for school-

age childcare providers to support safe re-opening of these settings during Phase 

3. Refreshed guidance for school age childcare services was published on 30 July 

which will take effect from 10 August. Both sets of guidance can be found at 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on- reopening-

school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/ . Guidance will be kept under 

review and updated as scientific and public health advice evolves. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
http://www.teamelcwellbeing.org/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/


Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what financial support is available for islands' students 

studying on the mainland, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-

30830) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has provided a comprehensive 

package of support for students who are impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

including: 

• additional funding of £2.2 million for Higher Education (HE) students at 
college and university via the Discretionary Funds. This supplements 

£569,000 already issued. 

• £2 million made available by the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) to 
support Further Education (FE) students at college. 

• £100,000 to support around 1,000 full-time SAAS funded students studying 
with private providers of HE in Scotland and within other areas 

of the UK. 
• an extension of the Care-Experienced Accommodation Grant allowing eligible 

HE students to access a non-repayable grant of up to £105 per week, 
benefiting around 200 students and worth an estimated £200,000. 

 

On 11 June 2020 the First Minister announced that the Scottish Government has 

also brought forward early access to £11.4 million of HE discretionary funds to help 

support students over the summer months. 
 

The Scottish Government also announced a £5 million digital inclusion support 

fund for Further Education, Higher Education and Community Education learners. 

This funding will help learners facing hardship offset the equipment costs 

associated with accessing community, college and university learning delivered 

online. 
 

Islands’ students who finds themselves experiencing financial difficulties as a result 

of the COVID-19 pandemic are advised to contact the college or university at 

which they are studying, to enquire as to what forms of support may be available to 

them. This could, for example, include support for additional travel costs incurred 

as a result of the pandemic. 
 


